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Dr. Mamak Shakib, in her Irvine, CA, office, shows her cabin that burned in the Holy
Fire in the Cleveland National Forest on Tuesday, August 7, 2018. Shakib, and her
husband Liss Murphey, have spent years fixing up the 1929 cabin only to lose it in the
fire. She said she is not said, “Everything that has a price tag is replaceable” she said.
(Photo by Jeff Gritchen, Orange County Register/SCNG)
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For the last four years, Mamak Shakib and her husband have spent many of their

weekends in the Trabuco Canyon wilderness, cleaning up and restoring a small

cabin built in the 1920s.

“It was rodent-infested, and it needed lots and lots of cleaning,” Shakib, 53, said

with a chuckle. “I have never in my life washed the ceilings and walls of a place.

That’s when I realized how great of shape I’m in.”

Nestled in the natural setting of Holy Jim Canyon, the cabin let the couple escape

for a few days from their urban life in Irvine to a mountain retreat.

“I was able to spend a couple of nights there, and it was the best sleep I’ve ever

had in my life,” she said.

ADVERTISING

Replay

The couple learned the 900-square-foot cabin was built in 1929 and has been the

host of a lot of gatherings and events, especially during the 1970s.

“It was one of the few cabins where a lot of partying was going on,” she laughed.

“There was an old Japanese-style tub, that was apparently — who knows — you

know, it was the ’70s.”

Lyss Murphey, 62, Shakib’s husband and a volunteer firefighter for the mountain

community, sent Shakib a message on Monday evening, Aug. 6, hours after  the

Holy fire broke out near their cabin community: “The cabin is gone. I’m OK.” He

included a video of their cabin, smoldering and burned to the ground.

Although it was a shock, Shakib, who is a chiropractor, said she is not sad about

the loss: Memories of time spent at the place console her.
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“I feel like I’m so blessed because I’m reminded of the important things in life. I

can replace the cabin,” she explained. “I have the memories of working with my

husband on it and renovating it and all the lessons we’ve learned during the

process. That no fire can burn.”

The Holy fire broke out Monday afternoon and by midday Tuesday had scorched

at least 4,000 acres of brush and grass in the Cleveland National Forest.

According to authorities, at least one structure had burned, but Shakib said she

saw more than one of the neighbor’s cabins destroyed when she and her

husband went to survey the area Tuesday morning.

“I’m not sure how many because we couldn’t get up too far, but ours wasn’t the

only one,” she said.

There were some heirlooms the couple lost in the fire, including a Persian rug

that had been in Shakib’s family for nearly a century. However, she said, the

sentimental value of those items doesn’t compare with the safety of her husband

and their neighbors.

She said her experience in helping people with chronic conditions and pain had

helped her put many things into perspective.

“In my practice, I would ask some of the more mature patients if they could, what

would they do differently,” she said. “They all say, ‘I’d spend more time with my

family.’ At a young age as a doctor. I learned to focus on family.”

SPONSORED CONTENT

Laguna Beach, CA Residents Are 'Rattled' By New

Website

By TruthFinder

TruthFinder

It's Scary What This Site Knows About You - Enter Any Name

Tags:  Holy Fire, Top Stories Breeze, top stories ivdb,
Top Stories LADN, Top Stories LBPT, Top Stories OCR,
Top Stories PE, Top Stories PSN, top stories rdf,
Top Stories SGVT, top stories sun, Top Stories WDN



8/10/2018 Irvine couple lose nearly 100-year-old cabin in Holy fire but are thankful for what they have – Orange County Register

https://www.ocregister.com/2018/08/07/irvine-couple-loses-nearly-100-year-old-cabin-in-holy-fire-but-thankful-for-what-she-has/#print 4/4

Beatriz E. Valenzuela
Beatriz E. Valenzuela is an award-winning journalist who’s covered breaking
news in Southern California since 2006 and has been on the front lines of
several national and international news events. She’s worked for media outlets
serving Southern California readers covering education, local government,
entertainment and all things nerd including comic book culture and video
games. She’s an amateur obstacle course racer, constant fact-checker, mother
of three and lover of all things adorable.

4 Follow Beatriz E. Valenzuela @BeatrizVNews


